Week 16: Multiple Paragraph Essays

Joining Two Paragraphs for One Essay; Transition Sentences

Day 1: Introducing Multiple Paragraph Essays

(A) You have learned a few techniques for organizing information for writing. These will help
you write personal essays as well as essays in which you do not need to do any
research. (You already know the information you are going to write in your essay, so you
do not need to look in a book to find anything. You just need to organize the information
in a paragraph-by-paragraph format.)

(B) In the rest of this book, you will learn to write essays and reports that are more than one
paragraph in length. You will learn how to gather information about topics that you do not
know that much about in order to write about them. And you will learn how to organize
information into separate paragraphs.

(C) Do you remember that a paragraph has to be all about the same topic? That is why
you begin with a topic sentence, then continue with each sentence containing supporting
sentences about that topic sentence.

(D) When you write a paragraph, everything in it should be about the same topic. However,
what do you do when you are writing more than one paragraph, and all of the paragraphs
are about the same general topic?

(E) In that case, you must decide what aspect of that topic will go in the first paragraph,
what aspect of that topic will go in the second paragraph, and so on.

(F) That might sound confusing, but let's take something you already wrote about and consid-
er how you could write more than one paragraph about it--a multiple paragraph essay
about your bedroom.

(G) When you wrote the paragraph about your bedroom, you wrote general information about
your bedroom all in one paragraph--the colors of it, your favorite things in it, how you
would describe it, etc.

(H) However, if you were writing more than one paragraph about your bedroom, you
would want to put different aspects of your bedroom in each paragraph.

(1) You would be more specific than you were in one paragraph. You would give more details.
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(J) For example, look at the notes provided in the Sample Notes box that a student might
write about his bedroom if he were writing more than one paragraph.

(K) Pay close attention to how each paragraph has a line at the beginning that says "Topic
of Paragraph 1," etc. This is to help you narrow down your topic for that paragraph--and
to keep you from putting information in that paragraph that doesn't belong.

<> 1a. Week 16: Read the sample notes provided below and the sample
essay that goes with the notes.

(A) Notice how the first paragraph has a topic sentence (opening sentence): My bed
room is a lovely place.

(B) Then it goes into detail to describe the beauties of the room.

(C) Notice how the second paragraph has an opening sentence (topic sentence): In addition
to being nice looking, my bedroom is also functional.

(D) That is more than just an opening sentence or topic sentence.
(E) That is called a transitional sentence.

(F) It is what hooks the first paragraph with the second paragraph and makes two para-
graphs into one essay---instead of just two separate paragraphs.

(G) When you write mullti-paragraph essays, you will want to use a transition sentence to
transition from one paragraph to the next.

(H) This keeps your reader interested in what you write.

(I) It helps the reader see the link between the material you put in one paragraph and the
material you put in another.

(J) Some transition sentences are obvious, such as the one in the sample essay--In addition
to being nice looking, my bedroom is also functional.

(K) It says something about the first paragraph, while introducing the topic for the next
paragraph.
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(L) Sometimes transition sentences are not quite so obvious, but they are still there nonetheless.

(M) When you read something smoothly, and it makes sense to you, it more than likely has

good paragraph breaks and strong enough transitions from paragraph to paragraph.

-

NG

Sample Notes \
Topic of Paragraph 1: The decorative things in my

bedroom

Sentence 1. Opening sentence for paragiaph--

Bedroom LoveLg place

Sentence 2. Blue g golol wallpaper
Sentence 3. Blue chair = reclines
Sentence 4. Blue g golol bedding with species that

Looke = fiveworks

Sentence 5: cold blinds w/ a solid blue valance
Sentence 6: Plctures = wowntaine & bodles of water

= walls (my favorites)

Sentence 7: Soft medivum blue carpet w/ thick

padd’ma

Sentence 8: Closing sentence for paragraph one: All

things = beautiful place

Topic of Paragraph 2: The practical things in wmy

bedvroom,
Sentence 1. Transition sentence: Besides beautiful
- - also useable
Sentence 2: white deske w/ volling chatr

Sentence 3: Bookcase w/ favorite stovies, dictionayr-

Les, thesaurus

Sentence 4. Bright lawp w/ gppse neck con shing

all over roomn

Sentence 5. Bed’s headboard = shelf -- holds tapes

& tape ptager c.d’s, c. d. pLager clocke
boole ' reading

Sentence 6: Closet w/ 2 vods
Sentence 7 Closing for whole essay-—Thanleful -

neat, pra ctieal voom

J

-

/ Sample Two Paragraph Essay \

My bedroow Ls a lovely place.
The wallg are covered with blue and
aold wallpaper. It has a blue veclin-
o chair. Mu bedding s also blue
and gold with specles that Looke Like
fireworkes all over the backoround,
MM windows have oold blinds with
o solid blue valance. The corpet (s a
soft, medivom blue shade with extrao
thick Dad(){u/m beneath Lt My
favorite part of wu room is the pic-
Fures of mountaiine ond bodies of
water that hano on the walls. AlLL mf
these thinos malke my bedvoorn a
beautiful place.

n addition to being nice Loole-
tng, my bedroowm is also function-
al. t has a white desle with a volling
chatr. (£ has a wmatehing whitte boole-
case that holds ey duc‘cuowam the-
saurus, and fa\/omte storles. Atma of
my desle sits a brioht Loamp with a
oopse wneck that can be shined all
over the voom. Mu headboard Ls
pride and jou; it Ts a bookense head”
board that Wouses cd's, a cd pLauer,
a clocle, and my Latest movel. [ hnve
a smauous closet with two rods, o
Lower and an UDDLY DNE.

J

<>1 b. Week 16: On the lines provided, write two more topic sentences and
two more transitional sentences that would have worked well for

the decorative room essay provided.
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Other Topic Sentences for Two Paragraph Room Essay (for the beginning of the first paragraph):

Other Transitional Sentences for Two Paragraph Room Essay (for the beginning of the sec-
ond paragraph):
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Day 2: Outlining Multiple Paragraph Essay

<> 2. Week 16: Fill in the lines below with notes about your bedroom---first
about the decorative parts, then about the practical parts. Follow
these steps:

1. Write key words only--not complete sentences.

2. Refer to the sample given above to help you see what types of things to putin
each paragraph and how to use key words.

3. The topic of each paragraph line has been done for you. This line is to help you
stay focused on what that paragraph is supposed to contain.

4. For the first sentence of the first paragraph of the essay, plan to write a topic
sentence telling your reader what the entire first paragraph is about. The infor-
mation on the Topic of the Paragraph line can in some way be used for each para-
graph’s topic sentence.

5. Start your second paragraph of notes with notes for a transitional sentence. It
takes the reader from the first paragraph to the second paragraph without just
bluntly saying the next piece of information.

Note: For right now, just focus on taking notes on paragraph one (with a topic sentence) and
on paragraph two (with a transition sentence). Tomorrow you will work on an opening and a
closing for the entire essay.

Paragraph One

Topic of Paragraph 1: Attractive aspects of vy bedroom

Sentence 1--Opening Sentence:

Sentence 2:

Sentence 3:

Sentence 4:

Sentence 5:
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Sentence 6:

Sentence 7:

Sentence 8:

Paragraph Two
Topic of Paragraph 2: practical aspect wmy bedroom

Sentence 1--Transition Sentence:

Sentence 2:

Sentence 3:

Sentence 4:

Sentence 5:

Sentence 6:

Sentence 7:

Sentence 8:
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Day 3: Thesis Statements and Closing Sentences
(“Thesis Statement Reloaded”)

(A) You have learned about two special sentences in writing reports and essays.

(B) The first one is the topic sentence (or opening sentence) that is found at the begin-
ning of a paragraph and tells your readers what your paragraph is about.

(C) The second type of sentence you learned yesterday is a transition sentence.
(D) A transition sentence links one paragraph to another.

(E) The transition sentence will be useful to you as you learn how to write essays and reports
that are more than one paragraph in length.

(F) When you write a paragraph, as you have already learned, it is to be all
about the same thing.

(G) It should be one unit of thought.

(H) When you write reports and essays with more than one paragraph, they will all be
about one topic.

(I) Areport is about one thing.

(J) Does this mean that a report is one LONG paragraph?

(K) No. Each paragraph in a report or essay is about the report's topic.

(L) But each paragraph is about a different aspect of that big topic.

(M) For example, in the two paragraph bedroom essay, the essay is about the bedroom.
(N) Each paragraph is about a different aspect of the bedroom.

(O) One paragraph is about the looks of the bedroom. The other paragraph is
about the usefulness of the bedroom.
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(P) Both paragraphs are still about the bedroom. They go together to form
an essay about the bedroom.

(Q) But you still do not have a complete essay.

(R) Why? It is not a complete essay yet because it does not have a thesis statement to
introduce the entire essay.

(S) The sample essay, provided in the box has a topic sentence (opening sentence) to
introduce each paragraph.

(T) But it does not have a sentence to introduce the entire essay.
(U) This special sentence that introduces your whole essay is called a thesis statement.

(V) Years ago, a report or essay used to be called a thesis. Thus, a thesis statement
is a statement about your thesis--or your report.

(W) A thesis statement tells what the entire essay or report is about.
(X) Your topic sentence and transition sentence tell what each paragraph of your essay is about.
(Y) But the thesis statement will tell what the entire essay is about.

(Z) What would be a good thesis statement for an essay about the beauty and usefulness of
a bedroom?

<> 3a. Week 16: Write two different thesis statements that could be used
for the sample essay about the bedroom.

Possible Thesis Statements for Sample Two Paragraph Bedroom Essay

1.
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(A) Did you write something like the following:
a. My bedroom is a nice looking room as well as a functional one.

b. My bedroom brings me joy both from how it looks and all the things in it that help me
work and play.

(B) If you did, you are well on your way to writing thesis statements for essays and reports of
two or more paragraphs!

(C) Now you know three kinds of sentences in essay and report writing:
a. Topic or opening sentence---tells what a paragraph is about
b. Transition sentence-links one paragraph to the next one

c. Thesis statement--tells what the entire report or essay is about

(D) There is one more kind of sentence you need to know for report writing.

(E) That is the closing statement (or “thesis statement reloaded”).

(F) You have already done closing sentences at the end of your one paragraph essays and reports.

(G) A closing statement for an entire report or essay is just like that--except you do not want
to write only about one paragraph's content.

(H) You will want your closing statement for a report or essay to close up the whole
report or essay--not just close up that one paragraph.

(I) There are ways to do this creatively and cleverly in early report writing.
(J) Two ways you can close up an essay creatively are the following:

a. Write a closing statement that repeats or restates the title of your essay or report in
some way.
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i. For example, if the title of your bedroom essay is “Unique and Useable,” you could
close your essay with a statement like Truly, my bedroom is unique for all of its
beauty and useable for all of its tools and storage.

ii. For example, if the title of your bedroom essay is “Pretty and Practical,” you could
close your essay with | love having a bedroom that is both pretty and practical!
b. Write a closing statement that repeats or restates the thesis statement in some way.

. For example, if your thesis statement was My bedroom is a nice looking room as
well as a functional one, you could close your essay with Nice looking and function-
al--those are words that truly describe my awesome bedroom.

ii. For example, if your thesis statement was My bedroom brings me joy both from how
it looks and all of the things in it that help me work and play, you could close your essay
with / love the way my bedroom looks--and all of the things in it that help me work and play.

<> 3b. Week 16: Write two different closing statements that could be used
for the sample essay about the bedroom.

Possible Closing Statements (or “thesis statement reloaded”) for Two Paragraph
Sample Bedroom Essay

1.
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Day 4: Writing a Multi-Paragraph Original Essay

<> 4a. Week 16: Now that you have your notes formulated for your two
paragraph essay about your bedroom and you know about thesis
statements, topic sentences, transition sentences, and closing
statements, you are ready to write your own essay. Follow these steps:

(1) Indent a finger space or two (if you are writing it) or set your word processing
program on double space (if you are keying it on the computer).

(2) Create a thesis statement for your entire essay and write it first.

(3) Read the notes you wrote for your first paragraph's opening sentence aloud, and
practice creating a sentence aloud for those notes.

(4) When you like the way the sentence sounds, write down that opening sen-
tence, or key it following the previous one--in paragraph form.

(5) Continue this for the first paragraph.

(6) When you are finished with the first paragraph, move to the second paragraph,
and complete it just the way you did the first one.

(7) Write on every other line (if writing it by hand).

(8) After you have both paragraphs written, think of a clever closing statement
(“thesis statement reloaded”), and write it following the second paragraph, still
in paragraph form (not as a separate paragraph).
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Day 5: Final Copy Multi-Paragraph Original Essay

(A) Now that you have a two paragraph essay, complete with thesis statement, closing
statement, opening sentence (telling what first paragraph is about), and transition
sentence (telling what second paragraph is about), you are ready to turn your good
essay into a great essay!

(B) You will do this by completing a few revision steps, some of which you learned dur-
ing the Checklist Challenge lesson, and some of which you will just need to get
into the habit of doing.

<> 5. Week 16: Complete the following steps for your descriptive two para-
graph essay and check off each one as it is done:

Read your essay aloud and listen for content errors. Correct these as
you find them.

__ See if there are times that you used the exact same word within one
paragraph. Try to change at least one of these. For example:
*Instead of bedroom, use abode, room, pad, etc.

*Instead of colors, use hues, shades, tints, etc.

Walk through your essay with your teacher and look for capitalization,
punctuation, or other mechanical errors. Correct these as you find them.

Put a title at the top of your essay that describes what the entire essay
is about.

Re-copy your entire essay on the lines provided below, with all of the
changes put into it. (Or you may key it into the computer, if desired.)

Label your essay with your name, date, and assignment. For example,
at the very end or the very top (according to your teacher's wishes),
write the following items:
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Sample Header Format

Donng Relsh Descriptive Essa Y
April 2, 2007
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