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Weeks 8 & 9: Original Informative Report
Animal That Does or Does Not Show Mercy
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Overview of Informative Report With Sources 

You will be writing an informative report over the next two weeks. An informative report is a report that
informs a reader. It has factual information in it about a topic. It basically teaches a reader about a subject.

To write an informative report, you will need to research to get information. Remember, you are going to
inform your reader, so you want to find information from a book or online source to put in your report. 

I. TOPIC OF REPORT: You will write an informative report about an animal that does or does not
show mercy.* You may pick one from the list provided or choose another animal altogether. (Basic stu-
dents should choose one from the list as the closing paragraph information for these animals is given for
you in the lesson.)

a. wolves b. camels
c. geckos d. doves

*Note: The body of your report will be general information about your animal--only your closing paragraph will detail
how your animal does or does not show mercy.

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN THE BODY OF YOUR REPORT:
A. Basic students will write 2 paragraph for the body.
B. Extension students will write  3 paragraphs for the body.

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH:
A. Basic students will write 4-6 sentences per paragraph.
B. Extension students will write 5-7 sentences per paragraph.

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH:
A. Basic students will not write an opening paragraph.
B. Extension students will write an  opening paragraph.

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH:
ALL students will write a closing paragraph that will detail how the animal you wrote about does or
does not show mercy. The notes for this information are provided for you for the animals listed in the pos-
sible choices for this report. For other animals, you will need to research more fully for the closing para-
graph about mercy.

VI. SOURCES:
A. Basic students will use one source.  
B. Extension students will use two sources. 

VII. QUOTATIONS IN YOUR REPORT:
ALL students will include one direct quotation. 

Note: Other good animals to study about mercy include dogs, horses, sheep, and goats.



1. Choose Your Topic and Sources: Reading and Research

You have been given a list of topics from which to choose for your report. The first step in writing a report is
to choose the topic you will be writing about. 

<> 1a. Start with the list of topics that are provided for you and think about these aspects of 
topic choosing:

(1) The topics* suggested for you to write about are purposely chosen for the length of paper you will 
have. 

(2) You will want to choose a topic from the list that is most interesting to you. You will be reading and
researching about the topic, so you want to be sure you enjoy learning about it.

(3) You want to choose a topic that you know you can find information about easily. For example, if 
you know you have a children’s bird encyclopedia that has information about the dove in it, you 
might want to write about the dove. 

*Note: The body of your report will be general information about your animal--only 
your closing paragraph will detail how your animal does or does not show mercy.

<> 1b. Write the topic you have chosen on the topic line below.

Topic:     _______________________________________

<> 1c. Choose one or two sources that contain information about your topic that will help you 
write your report.

(1) Now that you have chosen your topic, you will begin the reading an research process. 

(2) You will need one or two sources for your report, depending on your level and your teacher’s wishes.

(3) Follow the tips in the sidebar for locating a source or two that is at your reading and writing level.

(4) You may choose any types of sources you desire, but the easiest sources to find information about animals
are often animal encyclopedias or almanacs; online  sources; children’s encyclopedias; or factual, user-
friendly books, such as Usborne, Dorling Kindersley, Eyewitness, or Character Sketches.

<> 1d. Read and mark your source(s) for possible aspects that you want to include in your 
report, following these tips:

(1) Photocopy the pages of your book that have to do with your topic or print off the 
pages of your online source that you think you will use. 
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Note: Copying a few pages of a book for a child’s school report should not 
violate any copyright laws. If, however, your teacher or you feel that it does 
violate a law, plan to use sticky notes on the edges of your book rather than 
copying its pages. Permission has been given for students to copy a few pages 
from the Character Sketch books for report writing, so feel free to copy from that.

(2) Skim through the text of your source to get an idea of the various aspects of your 
topic. As you skim through your source(s), consider that you are writing two or 
three short paragraphs about your topic--and your book or source contains many 
paragraphs! You will need to decide which parts of your topic you want in your 
report (since you cannot include all of the information from your source in just a 
short report).

Note: You will choose one aspect of your animal for each paragraph. The first
aspect you will write about will be the physical characteristics of your animal. 
You will be assigned a physical characteristic list to fill in about your animal 
to record data then to write the first paragraph of your body from.

(3) Now that you have skimmed your source, while considering the exact assign-
ment topic (i.e. general information about an animal that does or does not 
show mercy), start marking or highlighting your source for possible paragraph 
topics following these tips:

a. Start out with one color of highlighter and highlight the information that 
has to do with your animal’s physical features (which you will include in 
your first paragraph).

b. Using a second color of highlighter, highlight all of the information about 
another aspect of your animal, such as:

i. Its habitat
ii. Its mate
iii. Its relationship to people
iv. Its relationship to others of its own kind
v. Its eating and food gathering habits
vi. Its enemies   

c. Continue doing this with different color highlighters, one color for each 
paragraph you are assigned:

i. Basic students will mark the physical characteristics with one 
color highlighter and one other aspect with another color high-
lighter, since you will write a two paragraph body.

ii. Extension students will mark the physical characteristics with one
color highlighter and two other aspects with two other colors of high-
lighters since you will write a three paragraph body.

Note: Do not be concerned right now with telling how your animal does or 
does not show mercy. You will be given information (in the form of notes) 
and instructions about that for your closing paragaraph later on. (See 
Closing Paragraph section for that information.)
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Choosing User
Friendly Sources

Specifically, you might
like a source book that
contains any or all of
the following:
1. Sidebars with fur-

ther explanations of 
the material.

2. Section headings 
that indicate what 
the next section is 
about.

3. Pictures, graphs, 
and drawings that 
help to explain diffi-
cult information.

4. Short chapters, but 
more chapters, that 
begin ane with each 
aspect of your topic.

5. Vocabulary words 
or other challeng-
ing/technical terms 
in bold font or italics 
and defined some-
where--either direct-
ly in the text, in a 
sidebar, or in a glos-
sary (list of terms 
and their definitions 
located in the back 
of the book).

6. Detailed Table of 
Contents that not 
only lists the chap-
ter titiles but also 
the section head-
ings, if possible

7. Index in the back of   
the book that tells 
you specifically on 
what page each   
minor topic can be 
found.

8. Summaries at the 
ends of the chap-
ters that briefly tell 
you what the chap-
ter’s contain.



2. Study Skills/Research: Create Outline for Informative Report

<> 2a. Create an outline (notes) that you can write your report from using the source(s) that 
you have chosen and marked, following these steps:

(1) By now you should have chosen the aspects of your animal that you wish to write about, so it 
should be fairly easy to plug the  information that you have highlighted onto the outlining cards 
you will create.

(2) Start with the first card given in this lesson, cut it out, and fill in the physical characteristics about 
your animal, using your source(s). 

(3) Extensions students may get information for your cards from both of your sources. Just answer 
any questions you can from your first source, then move to your second source to finish answer-
ing any that you could not answer from your first source only.

(4) Move to the second card, cut it out, and write notes on it, following these steps:
a. Write the topic of that paragraph on the topic of paragraph line (the second aspect you 

have chosen).
b. Open your source and find the information you highlighted or marked with sticky notes for 

that topic. 
c. Fill in the sentence lines with the information about that aspect from your source(s) until you

have enough information on your card for an entire paragraph of the number of  sentences 
assigned.

(5) Extension students will do this for the third card (third paragraph), as well.
(6) Keep these tips in mind:

a. A paragraph is a unit of thought. Each card should only contain information about one 
aspect of your animal. Do not put information about your animal’s habitat and its mat-
ing/births on the same paragraph card. Each aspect of your animal will  be a separate 
paragraph. (Note: If you would like to write more than the assigned paragraphs, and your 
teacher agrees, you may create some additional note taking cards and do extra paragraphs.)

b. You will be adding a quote to one of your paragraphs. You may do this for the body of your 
report, or Extensions may do it for the opening paragraph of your report, if desired. While 
you are gathering information for your note cards, you might find an interesting quote you 
would like to use. If you do, add it to the bottom of your note card where indicated on the card. 

c. Just write down key words for each note card, but be sure to include any details that are 
hard to spell or difficult to remember.

<> 2b. While taking notes for your two or three paragraph body, record one quotation that you 
will include in one of your paragraphs, following these steps:

(1) As you read your sources, if you find something that sounds interesting or clever that you would 
like to put in your report word-for-word (a quotation), record that quote on the lines provided on 
the note card for the paragraph that will contain that quote.
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(2) Only plan to include one quotation. You may just put an X over the portion of the note card that 
is given for a quote if you will not put your quote in that particular paragraph.

(3) Extension will be writing an opening paragraph and may choose to put your quote in that para-
graph. Opening paragraphs are good places to include interesting, attention-grabbing quotes.

(4) Follow these steps to record your quote on your note taking card (which will be the same steps 
you will use to include your quote within your report):

(a) Write your quote neatly on the lines provided word-for-word as it appears in your source.
(b) Be sure you use the exact wording, punctuation, and spelling of the original quote. (When 

you are quoting a person or a source word-for-word, your copy of it must be identical to 
the original.)

(c) Put quotation marks around your quote, with the first one coming before the first word of 
the quote and the last one coming after the final punctuation mark of your quote.

(d) Put the name of the book or the person who said it before the quote as the quote’s speech
tag (like the examples given below). 

i. If the quote comes from an informative book or online source, just put the book’s title. 
ii. If the quote comes from a famous person, put the person’s name.

(e) Note: Basic students may choose to use one of the quotes given in the sample list 
rather than find their own quotes, if the information seems to fit. Most of the samples
could be used for the first sentence or two (thesis statement) of a report (Basic) or 
in the opening paragraph of the report (Extension).
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Examples of How to Copy Your Quote:

According to Wolf Pack by John Smith, “Wolves are related to dogs. Their scientific classification is Canis Lupus.”

Enchanted Learning.com, an online learning sight says, “ There are two types of camels: the one-humped camel
(the Arabian Camel or Dromedary) and the two-humped camel (the Bactrian Camel).”

According to The New Encyclopedia of Birds, published by Educators Facts, “In general parlance the terms dove
and pigeon are used somewhat interchangeably.”

Geckos: Your Friends describes a gecko as a good pet: “They are docile, relatively easy to tame and also relatively
easy to care for.”

*Note: Unless your “speech tag” (words that introduce your quote) contains a complete sentence by itself, do not fol-
low it with a colon. Use a comma instead. (See bold font, underlined portions above.)



CARD ONE: FIRST PARAGRAPH (PoB A)
Topic of Paragraph: Physical characteristics

Size
1. What is the animal’s adult, average length?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the animal’s adult, average height?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is this animal’s adult, average weight?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Covering
4. What is this animal covered with--hair, fur, skin texture, or feathers?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the texture of this covering--thick, thin, coarse, smooth, rough?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stance
6. Does this animal stand on two legs or four legs?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does this animal’s posture look like?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Color
8. What color is this animal?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Is the color uniform, blotchy, spread out, two-toned?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Markings
10. Does the animal have stripes, spots, or other distinguishing marks?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What colors are these marks?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if this is the paragraph your quote will be in): 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CARD TWO: SECOND PARAGRAPH (PoB B) 

Topic of Paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if this is the paragraph your quote will be in): 

                       ___________                                                                                                                             

                       ___________                                                                                                                             

                       ___________                                                                                                                             
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Extension--CARD THREE: THIRD PARAGRAPH (PoB C) 

Topic of Paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 4 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 5 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 6 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 7 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 8 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if this is the paragraph your quote will be in): 

                       ___________                                                                                                                             

                       ___________                                                                                                                             

                       ___________                                                                                                                             
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CARD ONE: FIRST PARAGRAPH OF BODY
Topic of Paragraph: Physical charactistics of-
       Wolf         

Size

1. What is the animal’s adult, average length?

                 4.5-6.5 feet                          

2. What is the animal’s adult, average  height?

                 26-38 inches                        

3. What is this animal’s adult, average weight?

                44-150 pounds                      

Body Covering

1. What is this animal covered with--hair, fur, skin 

texture, or feathers?

Bulky coat, two layer-guard hair (repels           

water and dirt), undercoat (insulates)                

2. What is the texture of this covering-- thick, thin, 
coarse, smooth, rough?

                       Tough and dense                                    

Stance

1. Does this animal stand on two legs or 
four legs?

                        Four legs                                    

2. What does this animal’s posture look like?
          Stance depends on what it wants      

          to communicate                                              

Color

1. What color is this animal?

         Rich with color, gray, tan, buft,                     

        black, brown                                         

2. Is the color uniform, blotchy, spread out, two-
toned?

          Usually one color- with light                         

         and dark highlights                                       

Markings

1. Does the animal have stripes, spots, or other 

distinguishing marks? ______________________

          Body mostly one color, face                

         have  light  and dark areas                                   

2. What colors are these marks?
______________________________________

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if
this is the paragraph your quote will be in): 

                                X                                

                                                                  

                                                                  

CARD TWO: SECOND PARAGRAPH OF BODY

Topic of Paragraph:            The pack                         

Sentence 1 Althought thought of as sav-                                  

age creatures--very friendly,     

social animals                                        

Sentence 2 live in packs --  2-20                                

Sentence 3  Live and hunt with protection           

Sentence 4 Pack � territorial (defend them-           

selves from other wolves)                                                                               

Sentence 5  Pack � mating pair and off        

spring                                                 

Sentence 6 When grown pups leave--start    

new pack                                            

Sentence 7 Pack forms when lone male finds 

lone female

Sentence 8 Pair--bonding = wag tails,               

touch noses, snuggle  together                                                                           

Sentence 9 Hunt for home--lot of prey, good___ 

location 4 den, water                          

Sentence 10 Main function to help each other   

survive dangers and difficul ties       

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if this is
the paragraph your quote will be in): 

(pg 15 Wolves)

According to Wolves by Karen Dudley, “

Despite stories that describe wolves as lone,

savage creatures, wolves are actually very

friendly, social animals.”                                                                                                                    

Extensions--CARD THREE: THIRD PARA-
GRAPH OF BODY

Topic of Paragraph:       Wolf communication         

Sentence 1  Wolves “talk” by howling.                         

Sentence 2 Howl before hunt or before          

bringing down game                              

Sentence 3 Each wolf voice powerful and            

different                                                       

Sentence 4 Communication by scent              

marking and body posture                               

Sentence 5 Growl or bark warnings,             

whining shows submission                             

Sentence 6 Have different facial expressions-   

curl lips, bare    teeth, narrow eyes, 

stick out tongue                                        

Sentence 7 Can make it seem like there are      

are more wolves than there is                          

Sentence 8 Howl to contact members                                        

Sentence 9 Stick nose in air to make drawn     

out  wail                                                             

Sentence 10 Many noises, snarls, whines,_____   

whimpers, squeaks, and barks                            

Quote I will include in this paragraph (if this is
the paragraph your quote will be in):

                                X                                               

                                                                           

                                                                                

                                                                                 

Sample Note Cards
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Since the time the big bad wolf huffed and puffed and blew down the houses of the three little pigs, the wolf has had a bad reputation.

Humans are terrified of wolves, yet wolves rarely attack humans  What has caused us to be so afraid of them? The wolf is a strong, excellent

hunter that can easily kill its prey.  Wolves’ strong jaws and sharp teeth are capable of crushing  and cutting through the bones of their

unfortunate victims. Their howl is also a haunting, wild sound, but it is really just their means of communication.  The good news is that

humans are rarely a wolf’s prey.  

Wolves are both fierce and beautiful creatures.  They are not only tremendous hunters, but are also  playful animals.  The adult wolf can be

4.5-6.5 feet in length.  It stands 26-38 inches tall and can weigh up to 150 pounds.  Two different layers of fur cover the wolf.  The top layer,

which is called the guard hair, protects the wolf by repelling water and dirt.  The bottom layer or undercoat provides insulation for the wolf.  Its

coat is tough and dense.  Rich with color, the wolf’s coat ranges from brown, gray, tan, buff, or black with its face being distinct with its light

and dark areas.  

A pack (a group of wolves) is made up of  two to twenty wolves that live together. Within this pack, wolves find protection and assistance in

securing food.  Being territorial, the pack defends itself from other wolves. The pack consists of a mated pair and its offspring . When the pups

are grown, they will leave the pack and start their own pack. A lone male will seek a lone female. As these two animals meet, they will wag

their tails, touch noses, and snuggle together.  After they have bonded, they will hunt for an unoccupied location to call home.  They will look

for  a place with a large quantity of prey, a good location for a den, and an adequate water supply.  According to Wolves  by Karen Dudley,

“Despite stories that describe wolves as lone, savage creatures, wolves are actually very friendly, social animals.”

Wolves have a great communication system. They talk by howling or through body language.  Howling (sticking the nose in the air to

make a drawn-out wail) is done before a hunt (when game is being brought down) or to contact members of the pack.   Each wolf has its own

unique and powerful voice. Growling or barking is used to show warning, and whining is used to show submission.  Other forms of commu-

nication are  scent markings and body postures.  The facial expressions of a wolf--curling their lips, baring their teeth, narrowing their eyes,

and sticking out their tongues--can also give you clues as to what a wolf is trying to say.  These animals are outstanding communicators.

Not only do wolves talk to each other, but they will also show mercy to each other.  When two wolves meet, the lower ranking wolf will yield to

the dominant wolf by crouching down, tucking its tail between its legs, and laying its ears back.  These signs let the dominant wolf know

that the wolf is asking for mercy.  The lower-ranking wolf will then lie down on the ground and  lick the face of the other animal. As the

dominant wolf displays no aggression, but mercy, the lower-ranking wolf is free to go about its business.  

Student Sample Essay

Notes for Opening Paragraph
                                                      Big bad wolf- 3 little pigs                                                             

                                 Humans terrified wolves yet rarely harmed                                          

                                              Wolf strong hunter                                                                 

                                       Wolves easily kill and eat prey                                                        

                                      Howl is wild and haunting sound                                                       

                                                   Humans rarely prey                                                              
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3. Composition: Write Rough Draft of Informative Report   
About Animal That Does or Does Not Show Mercy

<> 3a. Follow these steps to write your report about an animal that does or does not show mercy:
(1) Read the topic of entire report line to remind yourself of what your report is about.
(2) Read the topic of your first paragraph and the sentence notes beneath it.
(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire--or mark through things you do not want or re-

number the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.
(4) Write the first paragraph of the body of your report in your notebook or key it on the computer.
(5) Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line if writing by hand.
(6) Continue the steps above for the rest of your report.
(7) When you come to the information card containing the quote you will include, write your quote in 

your report with the person or source that said it first, then the quote--just as you wrote it on your 
card. Be sure to put information before your quote or after your quote that makes it fit in your 
report. (See sample in box.) 

a. If you are a Basic student and you choose to put a quote in the very beginning of your 
report to introduce your animal, follow the steps given for the thesis statement below to put 
your quote in.

b. If you are an Extension student and you choose to put a quote in your opening paragraph, 
follow the instructions for doing so in the opening paragraph section provided later.

<> 3b. Basic--Add a thesis statement as needed. (Extensions will add opening paragraph and 
include a thesis statment later.)
(1) Since you are not assigned an opening paragraph later, add a sentence in the first paragraph of 

your body that tells your readers what your entire report is about. (See examples below.) This is 
called a thesis statement because it states the thesis (topic) of your paper.

(2) A thesis statement may be one sentence length or a couple of sentences in length.
(3) If you already have this thesis statement, do not add another one.
(2) You may just add a thesis statement in general about your animal, or you may use your quote as 

your thesis statement. Both examples are given below.
(3) Extension students will include your thesis statement in your opening paragraph later.
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4. EXTENSION--Study Skills Prewriting/Composition:Take 
Notes for an Original Opening Paragraph

<> 4. EXTENSION--Now that you have written the body of your report, you are ready to write 
notes for an original opening paragraph. Follow these steps:

(1) Read the body of your report aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your report. 
a. Scripture passage about your animal .
b. Song about your animal
c. Story about an instance in which your animal did or did not show mercy (then you will explain how 

it is a merciful animal or is not a merciful animal in your closing paragraph later) 
d. Definition of your animal
e. Statistic about how many species, types, etc. there are of your animal; how many live in the US, etc. 
f. Quote that you have chosen to include in your report that sums up what type of animal you are 

writing about
h. Something you want to use to open and close your report (a continuing poem, verse, story, etc.)

(2) In your notes, plan on what you will include in your thesis statement
a. Remember, a thesis statement is a statement that tells the “thesis” of your paper--what your entire

paper is about.
b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should introduce your reader to your topic.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your opening paragraph or at the end of your opening paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy opening paragraph and the body of your report.

(3) Write enough notes for 4-8 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, 
having too much information, etc.

Sample Thesis Statements

A wolf is an interesting dog-like animal that lives in the wild.

The dove is a lovely, “peaceful” bird that lives in North America.

The camel is a large, hump-backed animal known as a dromidary.

The gecko, a humorous mascot for a car insurance company, is a small,
wide-eyed lizard.
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